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Amnegu’y Gmup W@;ﬁ‘ched by“ CHA RedAgems

. A. Times.! Washmglon Post Servnce

WASHING GTON — They, su-
spect the CIA is trying to in-
filtrate their .organization, and
‘are certain they’re being
.watched by agents of Commu-
nist governments.

They’ve been politely expelled
from some of the best embas-
sies, and impolitely tossed out
of the most exotic nooks and
crannies of the world.

Which often lead members of
Amnesty International to ask—|:
what’s a nice group like us domg
in a job like this?

. Housewives, businessmen, stu-
dents, clerygmen, lawyers,
tradesmen and retired people,
they form a most unlikely com-
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.yle imbroglios. .. .
Seeking Release .

But by its very nature—an(|'
organization dedicated to seek-

ing the release of prisoners of
conscience on both sides-of the

Ifon curtain and in uncommit-{-

ted countries- — amnesty is
bound to" aftract the curiosity
and attention of intelligence
agents of sundry pohtlcal shades
and colors. .

As proof, organization ofﬁcals
cite the occasion, when their
London office was broken into,
and their central file of cases|
professionally rifled.

The file of prisoners, called
POC’S (prisoners of conscience)
contains detailed information

- citizens to be embroiledy.

have bcen imprisoned " for thelr
political or religious beliefs.
Much of the information would
be considered classified in their
countries of origin, .or, at the
least, delicate. N
t For example, the case of
Mihaljo Mihajlov, imprisoned in
Yugoslavia because he tried to
set up an mdependent Commu-
nist journal, is a source of con-
tinued . embarrassment to the
Yugdslavs who claim that theirs
is the “freest” of all the Com-
munist countries.

_ Staff members at the Kenyan
Embassy jump nervously - at
mention of the case of Caroline
Okello-Odongo."
!é@g{{qu;jqorn, Howard Un-
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about some 7,000 people who
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versity- educated Mrs. Okello-
Odongo was private secretary
to ousted Kenyan Vice President
Oginga Odinga, She was impri-
soned in 1966 under an emer-
gency security law, and has not
been heard from since. - .

The . case of Vyachaslivil
Chornovil, still under investiga-
tion at London Headquarters, is
likely to shape up those who be-
lieve the prevailing wind for
writers in the Soviet Union has
grown fairer. Chornovil, a So-
viet-Ukrainian. journalist, was
arrested in west Ukraine when
he , questioned the legal prem-
ises for a frial of fellow writers
i and intellectuals. -

What impels ordinary Amer-

u.ans, Bntons, Sw1ss, Austral-
ians and so on, to concern them-
selves with the fate of thousands
of prisoners in foreign jails?
One clue’can be found in the
preface to Amnesty’s handbook
for its American members.
Richard N. Goodwin, former
presidential assistant and now
an Amnesty member, is quoted:
“For anyone who dissents in kis
heart, not to dissent with what-
ever weapons he has—words or
speeches, petitions or demon:
stration—is to find in the secret
depths. of his own mind" the
silent accomplice to horror.”
Amnesty members are essen-
tially dissenters, but dissenters
who' care enough to be moved
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to action. Their orgamzatnon

has become a network of con- |

cern for those who have been !
imprisoned for political or re- i
ligious beliefs,  providing they ™

do not advocate violence.' - -_- ‘.{ -
They take their mandate from | =~

Articles 18 and 19 of the United | !
Nations Declaration of Human } !
rights: “Everyone has the nght '
to freedom of thought, con-! ,
sciénce and rehglon—everyone i
has the’ right to freedom of !
opinion and expression.” @, -1

Amnesty employs every con- :
ceivable means, short of vio- !
lence and organized law-break- 3
ing, to pry open the doors ‘of |
the world’s political prisons. I‘
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